The Superpowers and the Middle East
the United Nations, is prepared to join with all the other great powers—
the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and France—in a common effort
to restore and maintain peace in the Near East.
Mr. President, all must join in the search for peace: the Secretary-
General, the Security Council and the great powers. Both separately and
together, let us work in this common cause which so vitally affects our
own interests and those of all the world.
APPENDIX XI
THE PERMANENT DELEGATE OF THE SOVIET UNION TO THE
UNITED NATIONS, NIKOLAI T. FEDORENKO'S SPEECH ON THE
MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, MAY 24, 1967.*
A situation giving rise to anxiety from the view point of the interests of
peace and international security has been taking shape in the Near East
in recent weeks. Alter the armed attack by Israeli forces on the territory
of the Syrian Arab Republic on April 7 this year, Israel's ruling circles
continued aggravating the atmosphere of military psychosis in this country.
Leading statesmen, including Foreign Minister Eban (Abba Eban of
Israel], openly called for large-scale Israeli "punitive" operations against
Syria and the striking of "a decisive blow** upon her.
The Defense and Foreign Policy Committees of the Knesset on May
9 granted the Government powers for military operations against Syria.
Israeli troops, moved to the frontiers of Syria, were alerted. Mobilization
was proclaimed in the country.
It is quite clear that Israel could not act in this way if not for the direct
and indirect encouragement it had for its position from certain imperialist
circles which seek to bring back colonial oppression to Arab lands. These
circles regard Israel in the present conditions as the main force against
Arab countries which pursue an independent national policy and resist
pressure from imperialism.
Israeli extremists apparently hoped to take Syria by surprise and deal
a blow at it single banded. But they miscalculated. Showing solidarity with
the courageous struggle of the Syrian people who are upholding their
independence and sovereign rights* Arab states— die United Arab Re-
York Times, 25 May 1967: Izvcstia, 25 May 1967.
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